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Uncertainty during COVID-19 Pandemic

• Part of a bigger project about uncertainty in war context “Palestine”

• First appearance of cases on March 7th in Bethlehem.

• Full lockdown in the West Bank



Statistics



“Occupation is the real pandemic”
Uncertainty during COVID-19 and politics

Difficult political situation:

• Lack of free movement, which increased 
during the pandemic. 

• Occupation violations (arrests, imprisonment, 
killing, home demolishing)

• Sovereignty and control over borders
• The looming threat of de jure annexation 

and using the pandemic to pass political 
decisions



Economic Uncertainty 

• Financial insecurity (risking health to work) 
• Possibility of loosing source of income

“I’d rather die from the virus than from hunger”

• Reducing extra costs (investments and luxuries) 
• Extra costs (masks, gloves and hand sanitizers)

• Unfair distribution of aids



Social Uncertainty

• Positive: connecting with nuclear family and over 
social media

• Avoiding social interactions and social gatherings. 
• Impact of social isolation on people, groups, and 

communities.

“In our culture, if my mother dies, I would want people to 
come and give me their condolences, I would want 

someone to hug me”
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How did people cope with the uncertainty?

• Social solidarity
• Emergency committees 
• Reconnecting with nature and agriculture



An uncertain present and future
Catastrophe      Unclear             Walking towards the unknown

Slow death   unexpected      Unknown outlook                Maybe

New disaster               The End of the Tunnel is Dark              Who knows

Uncertainty      Loss        Imbalance       Un-guidance   Doubt       Fogged

No Vision            Living day by day           Chaos         Suspense       

Like Chess pawns or as if they are in quick sand 


